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CHAPTER I 


Changing trends and rapid developments in the education 
of the bliad, as well as recent events in South Carolina, 
have wade a study of the blind child in the loval public 
schools of South Carclina especially appropriate at this 

A vecent ourvey of biind childrea in leeal public schools 
of Seuth Carolina was the bapis for thie etudy. it is pre- 
wented agaiast « background of edwation for emeptionsl 
children ia other parts of the country aad a significant 
account of edueation of the blied in South Carolian. The 
vesulte of a recent survey aro examined in some detail and 
anmilyzed from selected viewpoints. Finally, tentative sug~- 
gestions for future plans for servioes to blind childres is 


The Problen 
The peet-Horld War 12% yoaru have brought rapid change 
wlind pupils in the United States multiplied almost ten- 
fol4, from thirty-nine to 340 (U. 5. Department of Health, 
Bdveation, and Welfare, 1063, ». 8). In the saue pericd, 
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SO per cent (Jones, 10Gla, p. 9). Although it sight seen 
that improvements in mternal and Ghild health conditions 
would have ied to a decrease in the intidence of blindness, 
there are several fectors working toward thie increase in 
im incubators wed with prewture babies. These cases of 
retroieatsl fibroplasia, of ALT am the term is siaplified, 
begen to be identified in the early 1940's and decreased 
markedly in the mid-1060's after the causative factor was 
iselated (Jonea, 1961a, p. 6). ‘the wave of these so-called 
Biv youngsters is currently enrolled in our schools, 
imeentive for diagnowing an@ reporting cases of blindaess 
beosuse of impr wat of services. Jones cites an 5 reason 
for the tremadous increase in the nember of day school pro- 
in large centralized institutions” (106la, p. 6). 
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in the period frou 1949 to 1965.4 mnere hae been almost no 
astivity in development of day school program in South 
Carolina to watch the emciting growth in other states. The 
ome exception ie a prograe for blind children established 
in Sumter five years ago. 

During the 1962-659 sohowl your, in an atteupt to streagthen 
children in public sehcols, an oducationsl consultant was 
added to the staff of the State fehool., This consultant 
was to contact blind children outeide of the State School, 
coupe] with the child, teachers, acd parents to give what 
edweational aid was feasible in the local setting, oF 
arrange posnible transfer to the State School. Due to dif- 
ferences in philosophy among thous comurned with thie under- 
taking, principally over that wae deemed feasibie in the 
local schools, the work wou shandoned for the 1963-64 school 
year, | 

Because the original plane fcr the eduentionnl consul~ 
tast were o significant step toward iaproved services to 
visually handicapped in the state of South Carolina, and 
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undertaking, it is the purpose of this paper to reexanine 
the background, purpose, and direction of 21d to the visually 
handicapped in the public schools of the state, 


Preliainary Steps Basic to the Study 

The one year of work of the educational consultant was 
weed as « basia for the study. ‘the yoar‘s work was devoted 
largely to a survey of blind children in all areas of the 
state who wore not enrolled at the State fehool for the 
Deaf and Blind, ‘The case studies of these children are 
filed jointly in the State School in Spartanburg and in the 
sent to the Superintendent of the South Carolina School for 
the Deaf and the Blind, the State Superintendent of Zduca- 
tion, the State Supervisor of Special sdwation, and the 
Chief of the Division for the Blind of the Departuent of 
Publie Velfare, The sduinistration of the State School was 
not favorable toward the purpose of the study aad expromecd 
be wed for the etuly. The State Superintendent of néwa- 
tion passed his letter to the Superviser of Special sducation 
and confidence tint the study would be valuable. ‘The Chief 
of the Division for the Blind stated that he would be most 
eager to help in any way. 
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Therefore, with the welfare of the blind children of the 
State of South Carolina foremost in sind, this study is pre- 
sented. It is hoped that the resulte of the survey Will lend 
nee facts aad perspective to the educational picture, aad as 
& reeult omy bring about some change in philosophy and plan- 
ming in the future. 


Since blindness and other enceptionslitics are specific 
problows with particular implications for educational plan- 
ming, it is well to define the term as they tpply to odusa~- 


tien. 


As Gan be seen, thin definition not only describes « type of 
child but has « written in prescription for action. 
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elements: (1) trained professional personnel with special 
Conypotention pertinent to the type or typos of exveptional 
@hiidee: (2) ewrieular content modified to suit the 
pavticular type of exceptions child; and (2) facilities 
needed by the exceptional child in addition to or instead 
of those provided gor ali pupils, 

in reference te blind students, curricular 
would include euch details an typing, differential dictionary 
study, and specific training in phytical webility, among 
others. Facilities vould intlule braille equipment, relief 
2 NE canteen Akh; epenintty yoogeted tapes sad veentet 
mteriale, aad teactuni aide. However, it is often pointed 
out that special education is largely an intensification of 
teaching Which ie good for ail children, 


tue task of vision. tiwever, jwt as good vision spaas a 
soutinuus from “eyes like a hawk" on down throwh adequate 
vision With the aid of lenses, oo blindsess, in ite technical 
meaning, intludes a wide range of visusl impairment and 
manured acuitios, Vision below 4 certain acuity calis for 
so many adaptations in living that legal provieica has been 
mde for aid to persons falling within certain liwite of 
viewl loss, Thereforw, there is a widely-~recogained 
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definition of blindness for legal purposes: “rousining 
Visual aculty of 20/200 in the better oye with the best pos- 
sible sorrection, a a rowtriction in the viounl field to an 
angle eubtending an ere of 26 degveas o7 lens,” 

Am adult diagnomed as blind for legal purposes quali- 
fies for certain considerations auth as free library service 
tion, and provision for free fare for a traveling companion 
on public transportation. A child diagnosed an blind for 
legal purposes qualifier for free library vervice and extra 
sehool unterials and equipment on a federal quota under the 
sat to brome the Edwation of the Blind, adainistered 


! 4 tion. The we of the 20/200 cut-off 
cinatineesaahilie: Gem Gh We Vinh NMA damkehen the wiemnente 
and inacowrate viewal scuity deserivtion with which too may 
visually iapeired are labeled, in effect, the doctor is 
eaying, “Thin person qumilifies for the legal, econonic, aad 
e@ueational considerations due a blind person, but it does 
not seem important to measure more atcurately right sow,” 
this blanket diagnosis and expected all students to leara 
student or concen] the reading material with an apron over his 
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hands. 

However, the mjority of vieunlly impaired who qualify 
legally es blind have considerable remining useful vision, 
This vision is valuable in edutation, especially with the 
lenses. Many @tudents who wore formerly relegated to braille 
learning wedium, Change from braille to print usage greatly 
ezperience, and degree of independence. It is now recognized 
San: AAeem SmgmNOne WAAR tnt te aah demnael tn antennnte 
Cleve eye York, The comept of sight “conservation” is 
teteliy yrend with dentuve cat etuenters of the ~now onteod.© 


2 ! ont ¢ail for another category to be 
sant deeaebtionetminakiy tegaeet sntente. The Awerican 
Foundation for the Blind National Work Session in 1956 de~ 
fined as edusations: 
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de often weed to describe those with viewal acuity ranging 
‘from 20/70 dom to 30/200, However, this description kas 
ao legal or ecouenic teeth--it io primarily a plea for con- 
eideration in the classroon for thoes who do not qualify as 
rma yet have poor enough vision to warrant special 
help. Regardless of acuity weasure and state aid, any child 
with a vinual defect that interferes with learning woods belp. 
tien of way sho are legally biied, _ Mawefowe, pertinliz- 
print satoriaie, many of these, wtial 
lenses, and clowe scrutiny, Can wmke out specially prepared 
Stedents as each enne dictates the need. They include uodi- 
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te defining kinds of eGwatiowal facilities for blind 
youngsters, three wain types deserve attention, 

hesideutial Progra. A boarding school where childres 
sedicadll Uc Mcadaahias tts Sein Geb Qual: enandtnn ent Ceme 
they board during the school tern, going home for holidays 
etate has provision for publicly supported edumation for 
blind youngeters in « residential school, even though that 
acheoi my be privately adxinintered, ov in a neighboriag 
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(2) the home situation is part 
ables 
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4) 42 the parente preter enidential school place- 
ment (Lowenfeld, 1069, pp, 29-20). 


Residential schools often have cooperative arraugewsats with 
public ethools close by to there eurichwmt program or 

spend tine in s acre environment with their sighted poors. 
‘There is no stigon of “womuiteent” ettached te the residentiai 
school, an there ie often with retarded or enctionaliy i111, 
bet there is a less than desirable aura of having to live 


wo ewes Susanhnione oe ti ‘wetie ‘ome obs. 


be Reto swrimrt oad 44 sas Guiana baal pane cyt 


od pees i 
rt i‘ 


wens ++ mma am sce st ao we a 


apert. This is largely « holdover from the old “blind schools” 
positive aspects of Learning special ekille, and by keeping 
in wind the freedom of transfer in aad out of the residential 
achool, 

Potential advantages of residential schools are that the 
kearaing to live independeuwtly with blindaess. The min dis~ 
tion to an artificial world of blindness. Although residen- 
arises, they can no longer be regarded as aufficieat anever 
_ Ae eREeRORE: 

Progran. Aa outgrowth of special day classes 
ash ‘ini dnlesbids: tin iss diheeeneee eneagiet, hather than 
eurolling in one separate classroom apart from the sormliy~ 
seeing Children, the visually ispaired stutents are scat- 
tered auong the reguisy classrooms: in « school, The blind 
of seriously viewally handicapped youngeters co to a resource 
{Racal cmap cameacemiesten eive apeciat 
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are earolled in regular clasecs and receive special help at 
wcheduled periods in the day or Wook from 4 specially trained 
are enrolled, Depending on the conditions, this teacher can 
work with approximately oix to ten viewally handicapped 
youngeters in scattered schools. This program requires sore 
| gras By oc Fagus allo tg ey neg og llaeeiry 

the special teach ta fwmotion is to Delp the child, the 
@lasureon teacher, ené act in variouw ovuediary Capaci- 
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CHAPTER If 
BISTORY OF SERVICE TO THY BLIND Ih SOUTH CAROLINA 


Knowledge of the past lends perspective to the present 
and direction te the future. In order to place services to 
blind childres in South Carolina in proper context, it is 
necessary to understand the developuent of education of the 
blind in some detail. The tetal picture has been placed 
against brief gliupses of education for exceptional children 
in general, 

The story of South Carolina's services to blind chiléren 
is dominated by the rewarhable contribution of one family in 
the founding, development, and operation of the South Carolina 
Sehool for the Deaf and Blind. The Division for the Blind 
of the Department of Public Welfare hae played another 
important role. Other influences have been felt and are 
mentioned. Hotable in ite absonce is the influence of the 
State Departwent of Education, 

Background: Developweat of Special Education aad 
Education of the Blind 

All of the significant developments in special education 
and aid to the hasdicapped bave taken place in the last two 
hundred years, sad mat of them well within one hundred 
fifty years. The search for a beginaing could lead back to 
France's great Age of Enlightenment. It would be @uspicious 
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and appropriate to evoke the spirits of two of the greatest 
iateliects of the period, Voltaire (1604-1776) and Diderot 
(1713-1784) to light the path, Voltaire endured iaprisca~- 
went and exile for hia incisively critical attacks against 
arbitrary authority and his voluble championing of the forlorn 
cauee (Qurant, 1954). Diderot, a on of oqually great intel- 
lectua] vange, was fired to speculation on the contribution 
of the various senses. His controversial Letter on the 
Blind because of its moral and philosophical implications 
brought about his incarceration in Vincennes, Aside frou 
the moral issues, he theorized that the eye is the most 
superficial of the senses (Crocker, p. 205) and timt the 
blind aad blind deaf -mutes could be edwated by a system of 
toweh syubols (p. 94). Mm speculated, quite correctiy, that 
ether senses are not sharpened by the loss of vision, but 
the greater use necessitated through biindaess. in other 
words, sighted people use vision to such an extent that they 
senses. interestingly enough, it was thie Letter which 
established the young Diderot's reputation and first érew 
Voltaire’s atteation to this brilliant, younger philosopher- 
contemporary (Crocker, p. 102). 

Although theac two great figures were act directly con- 
mected to actual developments in edwation of the blind, 
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nevertheless, as intellectual giants of the period, they 
tation were possible, The firet notable advance in the edwa~- 
tion of the blind would appear to have unfolded as the leaders 
of the tulightwent helped pool away layers of prejudice and 
Ja 1701, Valentin Baty establiched in Paria the Insti-~- 
the blind (isberoft & Henderson, 1963, ». vii). Louis 
Braille, a distinguished pupil of thin school, ude a grice~- 
by bringing to near perfection, while still a pupil at the 
tenterson, 1963). In 1829, at the age of tuenty, Braille 
presented the firet exposition of bis now wethed of dot 
writing. However, it was not watil 1664, or two soars 
after Graille's watiosly death, that the Parisina sehool 
ten commaication for the institute (Asheroft & Henderson, 
1063, p. 3). 
was being wade ia other arene of special edwation. As is 
wually the case, personml interest and involvement of 
Derothen Dix, Thows Gallaudet, Horace Maun, and Samuel 
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Gridley Howe pleaded the causes of the ewotionally disturbed, 
deat, retarded, and blind (Cruickehaak, 1959, pp. 10-11). 

 -Davectly inspired by Baliy’s school in faris, Dr. John D. 
Fisher of Boston established by legislative act of 1929 the 
Hew England Asyive for the Glind with Dr. Samuel Gridley Howe 
tenching the first class in 1632.) (arectory of the Perkins 
Sehool,) The New York Institute for the Sducation of the 
Blind (ancther private institution) opened ia New York City 
in 1832 (Crudckehenk & Jobneon, p. 11). As can be seen, 
the pattern wes being set, copied frou the Ewopeas wld, 
for the residential school, During the reuminder of the 19th 
Contary, residential echoocis appeared in wost of the states 
of the uation. Cruickshank pointe a finger of criticien at 
the vory citinens who helped establish these etate and pri- 
vate institutions. Me implies that in waiving their con- 
sciences by establighing a haven, or asylum, for the handi- 
capped, theese saw citizens were then content to overlook 
the continuing ané changing problems which conutanatiy begged 
attention in behalf of the exceptions! child oe 
Jobngoa, 1955), 

house wtates, while building so inetitetious of their 

own tor care of the blind, stiil sade provision for care and 
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support of blind children in private institutions or insti- 
tutions of neighboring states, New Joracy particularily, 

one of the states without their cum institutions, was a leader 
im establishing day school program for blind children ia 
ite public seheols.” afore the eatablishsent of an insti- 
tution in South Carolina, provision wae mde to care for its 
blind youngsters in the school in Boston, Perkins Anaul 
Report for the your 1943 Liste at least one earollesat tron 
Seuth Carolina (Perkins Inetitution, 1643, p. 6). Tweaty~ 
ene of these state echoole are under the State Departucat of 
Riwcation, Several are under other types of atate control, 
and several have rather asbiquowly titled administrative 
beards, (Gee Table 1.) 

After the turn of the Century, further progress in 
special edveation resulted from the development of day schools. 
educations] help but still allowed them to stay withia the 
family cirele, Thie type of wogran was fiset weed with the 
wentally retarded becawie, being & couparatively large group, 
they could be serviced econowieally., Providence, Rhode 
Island started « Gay school for mentally retarded in 1896, 


2. States having no pubsety supported institutions for 
Sureep, mhene teanaae nana! cunts edge rte 8 age 
Ss Newving Bite® Perouse in the €. B2, 1963.3 
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TABLE 1 


STATE RESIOENTIAL SCHOOLS FOR THE BLIND IN THE U. 5. 
CLASS IF ED BY TYR OY ADMINISTRATIVE CONTROL 


State bd, of Edwation ai Aisbam, California, 
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registered in state institutions, The Amendaent of 
1986 te the Ast of 1879 “To Promote the Mducation of the 


tered in say public educational institution (.F.8., 1967, 
pe. 86-88), Thie 1956 Anendwent explains the dramtic 

increase in registration of blind children in public sehoo) 
eyeters frow the year 1966 to 1967. {Tabie If) muy of these 
ehiidren, of course, had teen in the schools owice to 1967, 
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1965 5,075 1,645 7,520 
1986 6,000 1.960 7,989 
1957 6,489 4,724 11,283 
1988 6,625 5,390 13,004 
1959 6,656 6,886 13,401 
1960 7,396 7,308 14,762 
1961 7,706 &, 207 15,972 
1962 7,718 9,023 16,943 
1963 7,692 9,498 17,330 
1964s 


&, 000 10,093 18,092 
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Blind (which is the sole authorined distributer of braille 
Along with the opening of Gay svhool programs, further 
progress in special education was fostered by several factors. 
The two Vorld Wars brought about a change in attitude toward 
4 bubounbendesmbemmncebectend 


pretabe timt imereased sosihl vonsens and federal leciala- 


ties which arose as an afterwmth of depression days and the 
turn to & planned asconouy have bad an indivect effect. To 
translate one of the Keynesian esmouic comepts to 5 social 
wolfere situation, the euphasia is turming toward “a periodic 
anaussment of over-all trends aad over-all needs" (Lerner, 
1962, 7. 340). Tm the field of spenial eduestion as well 
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“pressures, nudges, and proda” (Lerner, 1962, p. 344). A 
mation dees not move owiftly, and each avon tas ite reasons 
for woving faster or slower than others. Tt is well to 
examine the reasoas, 

im 1906, after having developed their intelligeace 
was not yot in effect simply becawe of its having been pro- 
pousd. “Reforms in France," they onid, “Go not succeed 
of state busying biewelf with a question of this hind. What 
ie taught to children in echool!" (inet & Simon, 1903, p. 
SS). VYortumately, today state legislators inorestingly are 
charged with establishing loosl facilities: swh as diagnostic 
centers, bospitals, schools, and clinies. South Carolina 
Children's Division of the State Roard of Health (Coordinat~- 
dag Cowell, 1963, p. 33). This can be interpreted ae 
another attempt tc keep children in heme situntioes 
(Crviekstank, 1959, p. 123). 40 children were kept closer 
to home, the trend tas been increasingly to seek less isola- 
ties than separate schools and clasess require, and actually 
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to put the children ae wuwh ae possible into aerenl class- 
Florida has recently devined « new administrative technique 
eanay bus dietence to be enrolled in classes with nerul 

& Little, 1060), 

the paysieally hendicapped of 411 binds, orgenizations devel~ 
imed in 1865, the Mational Sceiety for the prevention of 

in 1942, ‘These vegresent conterted effort, a binding to- 
gether of the legendary fagots, to effect social change 
Blind, 1963). State Departecats of Diwation have 211 made 
som provision for epecial edweation, varying in complexity 
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being the largest croup, have quite rightfully reseivod the 
iavgest share of attention, sad are woll established ia 
public school day classes throughout the country, The 
physically handicapped, largely because of strong parent 
pressw@re sad public syupathy, have also Wo e gratifying 
share of attention. imany states bave @ supervisor or con- 
euitent at the state level for each of several exveptioanli- 
ties, Directors of state program in tara have formed the 
Rational Asscoiation of State Directors of Special Edwation, 
Working for total developwent of state program for handi- 
capped children of all types (Cruickshank, 1959, p. 29). 
Seeing local public school progracs: for children of all kinds 
mentally reterded, a very few for the phywicaily handicapped 
plus one resowes room for blind children in Saster, hem 
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nate specifically, blind youngsters, South Carolina was 
about to join the trend through the initiative of a young 
Baptist winister, the Rev, Newton Pimckney Salker. In 1846, 
iw. Walker beenae iuteremted in five young deaf chiléres, 
three of whon, Bugheton by saw, Were voelatives of his wife. 
at the Georgia Sehoci for the Deaf, the Rev. Walker opened 
& school for hearing children, including these five deat 

The school was first howed in a hotel building at 
Cedar Spring, just south of Spartanburg, on the present can 
put Where the Walker family owned property. Gy the end of 
ethooi, and the Rev. Mr. Walker had dedicated his life to 
the education of the deat. 

By 1855, the blind children of the aren had aleo von 
Wr. Walker*s eyupathy, and « departeent for the blind was 
opened at Cedar Spring, an the area and echool were locally 
known, In 1857, thie school was transferred te state cuner~ 
@hip. , 

Spartanburg, situated as it is in the foothills of the 
Blue Ridge, only a few wiles from the noustains of Korth 
Carolina, was & textile and inévetriail town even before the 
Civil war, Just prior to the Civil War a railroad was built 
to connect this Piedmont section te the coast. Spartanburg 
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became & popular resort area for people frow the low coastal 
regions some two hundred miles away. Although not centrally 
lowated, as might be contidered desirable, it was a beautiful 
site for the future State School. 

Walker family contributions paralleled the development 
of the school, {It would be neglecting important aspects of 
service to the blind in South Carolina to fail to chronicle 
the remrkable achievements of this family. On Newton 
Pinckney Walker*s untimely death in 1661 at the age of forty~- 
five, his widow, Wwe, mrt L. Ualker, carried on the vork 
of the school. i 1865, the school was closed because of the 
Civil Yar, but was reopened in 1666 with Mr. J. 5, Bughstoa, 
a Walker relative and former pupil, and Mr. Newton Farmer 
Gaiker, son of the founder, an associate principale. After 
one session, the school closed because of lack of funds. The 
school was reopened in 1869 with ur. Hughwton as superinten- 
dent. im. MW. F. Walker asnumed charge after uw. Hugheton's 
resignation in 1872, 

The school was still plagued with troubles, Plans were 
mG@e for s seperate building for Negro students when there 
followed a directive from the State superintendent of oduea- 
tion, Saying in effect that not only wast colored students 
be aduitted, housed, and treated indistinguvishably from white 
students, but “an carneet and faithful effort aust be mde to 
iadwe suth pupils to Spply for admission” (American Apaals 
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of the Deaf, 1874). All officers of the South Carolina Insti- 
66 & now prineipel and other officers (oould) be obtained.“ 
The school remained closed for three years, reopening in 
Bot only did be receive a subsequent honorary doctorate, but 
he served a long and distinguished tera as head of the achool. 
mont of Education and a separate school for Hegroes was 
opened on the Cedar Spring campus in 188), 
Gppes Walker taught at the Missouri Gehool for the beat, and 
¥, imurens Walker was added to the wtaf? of the Yost Virginia 
School for the Deaf and the Glind as a tencher in 1805 

rienn Annals of the Deaf, 98, 40, 41, 43, 79). 

tn the early 1960%s thie same YW. i. Walker, grandson of 
the founder, became principal, and by 1925 was Assistant 
Superintendent, at the Geuth Carelian School under hie father, 
or, UN. FF. Valker, 
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A short period about 1927 saw mmny changes for the Walker 
family. ¥. laurens Walker, dr. went to the Florida tehool to 
become Acsintant President under his uncle, Within the yoar, 
Newton Faruer Walker, after fifty-five years of distinguished 
service as head of the South Carolina school, died. He was 
susceeded by his son, William Laurens Yalker, Oy., who had 
been principal and then Aceiatant Superintendent at Cedar 
Gprieg. Mrs, ¥illiaw Laurens Walker, Gr. served as mmtron, 
aad a daughter, Mise Louies Walker, served a5 a teacher of « 

During the Game year Albert &. Walker of the Florida 
Sibook died aad was succeeded by his young sephew-assistant, 
@, Lmurees Walker, Jr., af Acting Preomident, At the end of 
the year, however, ¥. Laurens Walker, dy, returned to Gonth 
moved up to the superintendemey. During the loug period of 
expanded to an enrellwcnt of alamt 300, including both 
Geat aad biind, 

im 1931 UW, io Walker, Or. died and hie eon woved up to 
this tine, and Mra. Walker, Or. vas matroa, 

in 1938, MN. F. Walker, a younger brother of ¥. Laurens 
Walker, dr, and Miss Louisa Walker, after receiving a degree 
from the teacher training institute at Gallaudet, became a 
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teacher at the Now Jeorocy tchool for the Deaf. After tvo 
years, he went to the South Dakota Sehool for the Deaf te 
serve a6 principal, entered the savy during World War 11, 
aud returned to South Carolina to finish out o year es prin-~ 
cigsi., ie then epent teo yoars os principal at the Minnesota 
Sehool for the Deaf and returned to Sowth Carolina in 1646 
to veplace his sister se Principal and Acsictant Superiaten- 
jnunis of the Deaf, 83, 83, Bé, 92, 92). 

VW. Laurees Valker, r., with an honorary L1.D. from Votford, 
tions to the present. 

im @ treatios on the blind, undue cuphasis my seen to 
be given to this chronicling of adwinistrators of schools 
eiong with « owall nuuber of other states, have joint schools 
eurelling both deat and bliind. Dr. iwrle Frampton, a noted 
edweater of the blind says, “A century ago it was considered 
under one root" (rraupton, 1963, p. 7) tuplying that this is 
preparation for teneching of the Walker faniiy, odveation of 
moshers of departaenta of the blind in joint schools often 
feel that interest in the deaf detracts from attention their 
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would make on interesting study but beyond the scope of the 
wretent Work, eapecially in the areas of athietics and 
ingustrial avte. Kt is true that deat students outnwaber 
the blind and partially seeing at a rether conmtant ratio of 
two te one, Although the departments of the deat and of the 
blind ave se~awately aduiniotered wader bead teachers, ond 
of course are sever uixed in the classrown, nevertheless 
dowuitory, dining, sad reoreation fmcilitice eve shared, 
extensively with each other, and sooial events sunt be 
arranged for each group separately, except for the total- 
echool fmetions, which are wewiliy dowinated by the deaf, 
Settee ber purcar editors, Geir wee ox ck 
public wehools of South Cavolina. I hae not been the intent 
of the study to question the merits of the State tcheol for 
the beet and the Blind. A visitor te ite canpwee would be 
the remrimbie contributions of the Walker famiiy are un- 
Deaf nad the Blind io highly regarded among citizens of 
South Carolina, Yet while other states are burgeoning with 
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Gince the establisheent of the Doparteeat for the Blind 


asenkie and quite unteret 


ifare established in 1937 a Division 
program for the adult blind, this office 
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Prom the central office in Colusbia, through the local 
Departwest of Public Welfare and Cousty Gealth offices, 
the Division for the Blind maintains Gloss contact with 
many fanilies having a blind child or children, When refer- 
wal is mde to the State Sehool, the Division for the Blind 
do aot get te Cedar Bpring. ‘They way bo educationally, 
above, The Division for the Glind apkes a conscientious 
to provide academic services, and the fact remins that there 
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howe comunity, These are children known te both the Divi- 
attend local public schoola, a fow sutcessfully, cany pnosed 
of the lecal schools to cope with the very specialized needs 
Gne other agemy in South Carclian is active in provid- 
ing aid to bliné children, Tale io the Curlesten County 
Ameotiation for the Blind, Inc., establiched in 1956, sup- 
ported by Commmity Chest funds, and administered by a 
Charleston's citinens who are blind, including ite 28 bliad 
Ye igagransinie uous cupieaiatiaeat iene 
sory for Sho 12 ohiléren who attend the State Sebool fron 
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The Association of the Blind of South Carelina and the 
Aurora Club, the latter with oranch chapters in several 
Whose eombership in wedge op of the adult blind, Ae adult 
iayuen, their interests and training 140 priwerily in areas 
other than edwation. 

oribing the responsibility tazen for the education 
of legally blind shtléren, wmation should be mde of enens- 
special provisions for the edwation of their children, 
determination to help their child get a proper etart im life. 

A group of such parents in the town of Sumter, & cow 
wmumity with a large conpentration of aruy personnel, banded 
together in recent years and prevailed upon » cooperative 
Vas aneigned to ® Fesource room in the Alice Drive Sehool in 
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good progress in wchool among sighted claseutos. 

A omil group of blind youspeters at Whitten Village, 
the state institution for retarded children, leo should be 
iepieded in this goueral summary of services. Although 
these children are extrenvly difficult to asveze, and a}~ 
though their teacher wax not trained in the areca of blind- 
mime, they vore grouped together for instruction on 4 pre- 
school level, Gneosional blind children receive care in 
Special sehools, for inetance, © wedicoal center school, 4 
clase for physically baodioapped, o church school, ond a 
provide sualler groupings but are not sdequately prepared 

Thus it way be euen that, walows o bliad child appiics 

mm view of the fact that aii present direction for the 
because it is being demonstrated that public day school 
graee are part of the State Depertwent of Iduention, it is 
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CHAPTER III 


Agninet this historical and recent background of develop- 
ment in special education, the Office of Special wiueation in 
the State Degartuent of Education enw the need for help for 
the sixty-sowe blind students then known to be in South 
Carolina outside of the State School. Searching for effec- 
problem to the Awora Club is Columbin. ‘They turned to the 
cehoola, nd for aeing the necessary ayoropristions fron 
the state legislature, The - ators of the state 
seoilh bine deitiulbh ecstiek ihn: th inatdlacees on bab 
getary eatters, end in addition, there is the added aseccia~ 
the Deaf and the Blind. 


Sehool for the Deaf and Blind for the year 1961-62 announced 
1962-43. usher three is pertinent to the purposes of this 
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Study, It ia described an follows: 
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Thus the need was seen for « gerviee to blind children 
spective, it my be seen that the State Bohool was ahout to 
enter a new role and, to we a figure of speech, play host 
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given sonplete cooperation, mutual respect, and haruony of 
purpose. As events proved, the necessary ingredieats vere 
lnmekiug. 

tacted Goorge Peabody College for Teachers in Nashville, the 
celled cut the avowed purpose of working with deaf childrea, 
inmate treaterat, demanding serurate tyras of slanerooe 
either group. Tete dechaedih dune setaisamnada aidan 


Plan of the Survey 
children known to be in the state, outeide of Cedar spring, 
Bats ee eee ee 
atata~site tat on nervise, the advinahle firet step was 
pS I RR a 
to deternine their needs and to chart their locations a0 that 
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help could be planned efficiently. During this survey, pre~- 
liminary counseling could be dane, 

prepared the way, through advame icttern from the State 
Departweat of Education and Office of Special Bdwation to 
local aduinictreators, for the consultant to visit the public 
ethools where mows visually tepaired children were oarolled. 
impivuding & hom visit. “ach child‘*s case was ister oue- 
meontel measurement, and attitule of school, family, and 
ehild, 

year, located over 120 blind youngetera., I¢ also revesiled 
foeus and new powsibilitics for wolution vere suggested, 
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iw the 115¢h Annual Report of the legislative approprintica 
for the services of consultant, and the consultant's report 


Diffieultios tn Carrying Out Survey Proposals 

Although there was no official contact arranged betucen 
the consultant and the Divieton for the Blind-.one of whose 
duties te to keep @ roll of Legally blind individuals in the 
state (. C. State Code, Chapter 120-A, Section 4996-45) 
there wae a close working relationship and sutually useful 
shaving of case informtion, Actually, the health and social 
workers of the Division for the Nlind mintain the closest 
contact of any agency with blind children “Loose in the 
at the State school. 
was advised that there could be no shearing of came inform-~- 
tion with the Diviwion for the Blind, Further restriction 
and Blind. Direct cooperation with the office of Special 
tdveation was teruinated by mid«year, ani it wee mde clear 
to the consultant that “the state Departeent of bdueation 
believes that a11 eduction for the blind should be at Cedar 
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Spring and that wo adwinietrative changes should be even 
hinted at.” It wae anoumed that these “changes” might in- 
slede peesible provieion fer spacial clavecs or teachers, 
and given ita ouppert to at funter, Actually, atteapts to 
interest iecal eivie groupe in helping these children 

o8 these liniteticas, oupocially since the initiol request 
bad been for helping the local schools, the Office of Special 
help with problews comterning viswlly handicapped childres 
whieh fell upom that office, 

im ali coutaets with public wehool personnel, the Bivi~ 
fioa ter the Biind, and public health worhers, the consultant 
with the prebles aa well ae to thome who werw frankly baffled. 
@ibility of holp wt the State Sehool for the Slisd. cthers, 
aithough denperate for help, refaved any thought of having 
Others tad alremdy tried the State Gthool and local cleases 
without success and bad no way to turn, 

% in usfortunmate that the service of compultant to the 
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public schovla becawe a sensitive issue, Nevertheless, out~- 
side of the State dehool, the prospect of help in the pubiic 
wehoola for the edwation of childven with view) baadicaypes 
wae Weltousd, The survey was only 4 beginning~-a proliginary 
Sighting of cuales. Subsequent cooperation awmg related 

schools and ageatios wae 2 aucessity before plane for these 
tiom, although claimal at the outsot, vanished in the light 
of reality. ‘The visually bandicappad children ia the local 
public echools rewnined-~as big as life~with their original 
problems weolved, It is hoped that an analysis of the eur- 
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CHAPTER IV 
AMALYS 18 OF SURVEY RESULTS 
South Carolina has wade significant progress toward aid- 
ing the blind children in the local public schools through 
school yoar, ‘The results of the survey muat be sifted and 
sidered in three win aspects: (2) geographien1, (2) eedi- 
eal, and (3) educational. 


im thinking about services for viewslly handicapped 
mat differ if there are sixteen children, as in Charleston 
and Richland counties, or one isolated child, as in Jasper. 
tified. Generally, as services are provided, acre clients 
for this service appear. Fortunately, through the extensive 
stulies of br. Ralph Burlia (1963) there is an empirical 
Burlin based his predictions on « stuly of North Carolina, 
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Carolina was chosen az a basis because of its especially 
efficient techniques for reporting cases of blindness. 
Three factors were chosen as being indicative of a high rate 
of blindness: the nusher of citizens over sixty-five; the 
percontage of non-whites; and the rate of infant wortality. 
Of course high incidence of biinduess occurs at ages over 
sixty-five, and the latter two factors reflect low sotic- 
economies conditiow which correlate significantiy with the 
prevaleme of blindness. According to Borlin's figures, 
Hawaii, Washington, D. C,, and Mieeiasiopl have the highest 
vate of prevalence, followed by South Carolina in fourth 
place with an estimted 9.20 per thousand of population. 

Rdueatore have used Burlin'’s estimates in reference to 
the echool age population. According to Ashoroft (1965, >». 
474), ome child in a little over 3000, or .03 per ceat, is 
a Widely-aceepted extimate of children who can be expected 
to have corrected vision of less than 26/200 in the better 
eyo. Jones (1961) estimites that thie same percentage of 
adequate reporting and services available, the number sight 
come to about one in 2000, or .05 per cont. Actual South 
Carelina count is now .04 por cent. 

Aeoording to the above figures, without weighting for 
a higher South Carolina incidence of biindacss, and using 
the 1962-65 school population figure of 643,006 (State 
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Department of Méucation, May, 1964, private communication) 
Sowth Carolina might expect to have about 321 children 
actunliy needing services for vinually handicapped. during 
for the Blind, and 126 viewliy handicapped children counted 
in the survey, oF a total of 264, Therefore « conservative 
estiuate would place at least fifty or sixty blind obi léren 
ta studying the lowation of these children, the accon- 
ee ere ee ee Oe ee 
een Ue seteeneeed th i Senne emmnee oh Vlad eels Ween 
families have weved to be near the state school, The pre- 
Spartanburg teal to stay in their howe district, oven with- 
out educations] fecilities. Many of thew of course go way 
to Cedar Spring for their schooling, Another interesting 
angect of the dewgraphic etudy in the apparently heavier- 
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regional health factors, or wore conscientious school and 
of blind childrea ataying in the home community could be a 
higher degree of svcoptance by the echools of the area, or 
wore sdequate medical care, This is certainly true in 
Columbia. Attenpting « wore precise estimte without fw~ 
ther facts would be presamptiow. However, the differcaces 
between countios in perceutage of blindness begs further 
 ~suvestigation. 


Madioal Aualyois 
Reamiaing the count of bilied children from the stand- 

point of wediani reporting, it will be seen that there is an 
ail too casual reporting of aecessary informtion. (ee 
Table 3.) Schools out know the muster of students who 
come Within the legal liuite of blindness, with scuity 
maswed under 206/200, hecawie they are eligible for « cer- 
tain amount of financial aid which scerwes to the state for 


eupplies to help these children. In addition, it is eduea- 
tiousliy helpful to have a well-iaterpreted report on the 
child's actual we ef vision, Paye", herself an ophtnal— 
mologist, suggests that doctors should not be asked for 
e@wpational recowsmdations and thet the sual wedical 
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report fora» be largely disregarded since they are difficult 
tor doctors to interpret ani are awbiguows. Doctors, sccord- 
ing to Faye, whould not be expected to know wint is edusa- 
tiomally feasible, Rather, the very important informatica 
aeeded from medical pereonnel is precisely measured near and 
far viewl acuity, report on etiology, history, treatmeat, 
at daterpretation of the wedieal data as 1¢ applics in each 
ease, Vor iuetance it would be important te mow how a 
child with « dispiaced lene functions viswliy, or the 
s@aptations necessary in cases such as retinitis pignentosa 
gradually narrows to a pinpoint field. 

Yaye further suggests that schools depend iargely oa 
actual checrvation of the child's wie of vision, the child's 
om veport of vinwil coufort, and reports from parents on 
@ifZioult to agree upon, but it is up to the schools to ob- 
tain weble informtion from doctors on the item listed 
above. Criterin for special help aust be flexible encagh 
to include exceptions. For imetance, a child with extensive 
retinal scarring my have 4 viewsl acuity measure of over 

rom 8 diagnostic standpoint it iw interesting that 
Mble 3, Cataracts, although risky and seriow, are 


*# Paurcne BG th we bs :% : f ne | me 4 » | : 4 Aa | ( ved 
Meee ae Re 9: ae Re vit ob om aboot 4 éi 
ai fe ae ORM tendo, 4 a hw hi am | it M Ag a y iF f 7 i «4 wits «ont 8 


hat 7 


Aone sh soul Wag 26 oa ah Rana 
i bah Woks ack nao (oe 

+3 “sat go , Wuibene 
esc aint wah fate in pl 


eM a) sate ty owe ere . bere 
omen: ahd gemitiitat fm este eth tate omy eo conita nr 
ath Rss atone aay: wre ean tract saves ‘te 4 
Siyty oh oer shes stort und wc dian 
wits ocd RSMO wh DE es a a awed pea oman a a ae 
append. com RR er st, aah ae woken OPM él ov 
Apres SCAR we en el sation wa crwat oe ove 
wanes B09 Aah 9 3 eek le 
{ee Sw comuAlRAge BP Aeme Saco y @ ems pie genital 
smmbene 208) ae wae gamle a > fre wt wma forastory te 
sate in aim ak ie, Re " ovement wets 


50 


eer ) Cnewern edb aenyapii we? tee 289 a 


highly om dient care, but” 


aa 
27 
9 
9 
b 
7 
7 
: 
5 
a 
4 
4 
3 
3 
3 
i 
i 


receiving 


‘Gore nes aadianiee ot 


; hls 
DTA iyi 4 
Whe tat a 
BY tote buy i 


i 


¢ 


s # 
F 


—— a + ® 


‘ey 


se te al 
ov 
he 


i 


51 


enpecially amenable te surgery and corrective leases (faye, 
1964). Ageia, weaeessful cataract surgery is responsible 
for a large auuber of enses in institutions for the blind, 
Comparison of ineidesce of entarncts in South Carolina with 
other areas aight reveal interesting findings. 

Cases diagnosed ae retrolental fibroplasia tend te bs 
aavociated with cities whee hoepitals ware able to provide 

til it wae found that the “bout” was sone- 

Shi Gin cute te tak 26 eemene Oed erenents ‘eet ber 
interenting point is that, although the seven cases of 
 asiaesstbeenietapelygenagpacaadhcntibestpredagamatdaaad 

On the tenis of wedical data available, only sixty- 
Am things are, South Carolina doos not have sonpulsery s: ool 
attea@ance low, anf aa siearaing total of eighteen of thene 
There are at the State Gehool children vho could be helped 
te return to theiy home coum seduapengien 
Sedibens M eueiatisis @ deabiine With & dornen peeonend 
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at the State School for some of the children who are without 
any facilities and who are in need of intensive treatment, 
Bach child aust be considered and planned for individually. 
Tt should be emphasized that regardicas of acaaured and 
reported acuity, diagnosis, or school attendance laws, the 
tetality of case reports reflects a heart rending assortment 
of problems. Ae long as the state recognines 4 responsibility 
fer the edusation of ite children--these are South Carolina's 


cases for which there was no apparent solution: 
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special health probleu. They said the wother kept 5 how 
because she wan injured so eamily and her wounds did not 
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change, ondant, iease are three founper ckAldven 4e 


fhe Sppeare to be reterded, with 2 especial health probles sad 
cCounpeling, aad the Sabi Wi Uiiedy éalides dela Gs 
required to give her the help which is already too late in 
coming. However, attention to these other areas of a child's 
euvironvent is an expected concomitant of helping chi ‘dren 
with visu) problems. 


Yrom an educationsl viewpoint, several categories of 
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amnlywia axe of interest, 
Apaity and Bode of Reading 

the summery report of the 126 children covered by the 
1962-63 eurvey suggests that 17 of the ¢hildren in local 
sehools should be wing braiile., There is sows question 
about the proper made of reading for three others. The 
majority of the others could read print. ia cases where 
teading print is pousible but diffieelt, eudio mteriais, 
teers, of live reader service would be dwairable or secas- 
eary. The major adjusteont would be plaased service for the 
@hiid, aad acguptance by the echool., Ger Tedle 4.) 


a ialbidhas ter tah Gane wept Gitekend te sues, 
handicaps often oocw" in clusters aad cawe complicated 
Piauning for echool, if a child is both emtelly retarded 
from a blind child with above average intelligence. 4a 
intelligent child who in blind and emetionsily disturbed is 
quite a different picturco. A vieunlly handicapped child 
with an orthopedic defect which keeps him in a wheel chair 
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TABLE 4 
DEGREE OF VIRION AMD WO GP READING GF VISUALLY 


AT THE STATE SCHOOL, 1962-65 
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cap, Thirty-three, or just over one-fourth of the children 
were found to be retarded, and fourteen vere estimated to 
There is no hindsight which can assure us that these children 
edgueation,. 
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Although estimated only by reports and interviews, social- 
factor among twenty-five, or one-fifth of the children. 
Sixteen of these were adjudged to be handicapped primrily 
hy the emotional factor, Very often this poor adjustecat 
is related to parental attitudes, as reflected in the report 
of 6. This cetiate of prevalence of enctional problem is 
28.5 per cont of blind children in the state schools with 
adjusteent problew (Cruiekehenk & Trippe, 1959, p. 79). 


Ualane © blind or vinally handieapped ohtld ts wo 
independentiy in a regular school, which could sot be 
expected before inte high evhool, thea a special class or 
*& Special teacher is necessary. Several of the vieunliy 
clase placesent, as can be seen in Table 6. 
op inadequate for & viewlly headicapped child. Three of 
the classes for mentally retarded, with the sad scimovledg~ 
meat of their aduiniatrators, were lacking in basic facilities, 
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SPECIAL CLASS PLACKMENT OF VISUALLY BANDICAPPED 
CHILDREN IM LOCAL PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF 
courte 196 2-63 
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Type of Placewent 


Special Clase for Weutally Retarded = 7 4 

Howebound Teaching 5 3 

Resource Reon for Blind | 5 5 

» hana 

Church sehool 1 i 

Coummity School for Severely 
aetarded 


2 a 


a 
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4 basowent classroom had for its lighting bare bulbs hanging 
from the ceiling. ‘ma overage second grader in a narrow 
eroeuged room where none of the children had adequate view of 
ee ee oe eee ee ee oor eee 
of a veeder. A woll-mancred partially-sesing boy wae iso- 
sind tw ea edgnels enna Nebdties 6 URE tO Ene ee 
from the cow win cluster, with clasemtes whe were boys with 
behavior provlems. 


fhe howehound placements sgain with no reflection oa 
the teachers involved, Were 211 plamned because there was no 
Glass that could aceept these children with their special 
viewl needs. Suth teaching situations, tro or three, of 
even five hours weekly at hows, can never be considered 
of classroom learning. 

Although fifteea of these twenty-three special place~ 


remins that only one teacher in those classroom was fumi- 


3 : Shi sale dient Ctnmeiaen, wenn te 
having seriows: problem, Sows reseh high school, “carried 
aiong,” without baving learned to read or write, 
Maltiplying the nusber iu each grade times the average 
years overnge-in-grade, there ewerges the startling total 
of 179 years 6 wonthe of pupil years overage-in-grade, Added 
to that aust be the 91 scoumulated years thet other pupils 
languished outeide of school, ar a total of 270 pupil years. 
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TABLE 7 
“VERGALLY BANDZOAPEED CRESRES IN LOCAL SUBLIC 
COVERAGES 
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epecini class, this would amount to twenty-seven yoars of 


CHAPTER VI 
The 1962-63 survey undertaken with joint planning by the 
State Departuent and Sehcol for the Blind, further pointed up 


Kins dei 


the Blind in ite inception was charged With minteining « 
ing the informstion, ‘The Special tdusation Anawal Survey 
Yoru ia renponsible for loesting « large sunber of children 

Therefore it would be Wwipful to have a legally extad-~ 
lished reporting of children who are blind with channels of 
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dicai Report of Yinval Acuity 
Closely related to Reporting of Cases is the desir~ 
ability of facilitating the child's application for special 
om the federal quota through the American Printing Goune, 
another to obtain Linrary Services through the Division for 
the Blind, and yet another for entrance to the State School. 
ia a large proportion of cases the parents are umble ts 
hendle these details without a great deal of help. ‘Their 
Therefore, if one madical stateamut could be filed in dup- 
lieate with the Division for the Blind and the State Departucnt 
of tdwation, the chilé and kis family would be greatiy helped, 


Damadeve weed ancther type ef andiea) date in exter te 
plan efficiently for the child's school program. Anong 
inaseurate, and aksent. It surt be cuphasinzed that having 
the proper fors to £112 out is less important thas commni- 
outing to the doctor the ature of information needed: exact 
none and far view) noulty measure; etiology; prognosis; 
Significant history and treatnent; and deseription of the 
child's setwnl use of vision. Fever, lowe prescribed, sore 
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pertinent questions, allowing the doctor more leeway for 
telling what he knows about the child, wight get more we- 
ful answers. 


~umLified Teachers 
full summers of residence in a college where there is 4 
axe developing program, but the fact remines that the teachers 


Volunteer service is o right srw to any program for 
viswally handicapped youngsters ia the public schools, 
Special lessons aust be propared, and texts wavailable in 
tradlie or large type wast be specially brailled, or typed, 
or put on tape. 
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schools re mot ready ar aale to help blind enszaren sn 
nevommee oven on an taformi eateh- basis. 
Satan Gn Qentaitihe dete 40 teteiin Naees thts andhe 
inde yomdentiy of any recognined support, These sucessful 
Situations involve positive parent attitudes, independence on 
the part of the child, and a couperstive, adaptable apirit 
on the part of the school.) 

‘Mask progress in special edusation is started with the 
do & groat deal in groupe to find answere to their questions, 
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younguters in an area, they should be eneouraged to foru 

ing paveuta face the probles of biindness or eeriovely im 
paired vision wight be the wost important step in relieving 
the appronimately one-in-five incidence of esotionn] hendi- 


Caroiiaa Who are noteriowly “hot cases," They are too 
enctionaliy disturbed, or too retarded, or too physically 
handicapped te £1¢ into any existing progras. therefore 
they are shunted around Like hot potatess, often after a 
aiueere effcert haw been aade to £4¢ them inte existing pro- 
& Child vory often raises defensive attitules, which atti- 
Commmication ia closed off. 

These youngaters do not fit--in truth. Reeogsition of 
inch of present fsoilities doce not cancel responsibility, 
public agencies to find ways of beipisg these youngeters. 
wo paraphrane, the question then arises whether the child 
ie created for the professional porsounei, to work on, oF 
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are the professions oud institutions set up to help the 
be expected to wove back to their local schouls, /erbaps 
for children whe have gross difficulties in adapting but 
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foe wore efficient, inclusive services (Jones, 1961). 
Thess cousittecs wually include persoas from the state 
Depertwent of idweation, the State School for the Blind, 
ae re 
Cab Geer Vets tates seme, tak tee t 
than abowt twenty-five seubers ca 4 rotating wenbership to 
and perspective te South Ceroliena's view of eGfwation of 
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vieory Committee. Mowever, it deserves separate enphasis. 
imny of the children included in the survey would be served 
best at the State School for the Blind. Many others 7111 
must be the responsibility of public schools, The State 
these children and cannot properly bave jurisdictica, or 
attention to the Gregos Plan, « Widely coweended state pro- 
Glese cooperation between the residential and local achools, 
as the desived end}; residential mehool placement ia recarded 
as therapeutic, of an short-term duration as possible, oF 
to £111 in for iondequete family and howe situations. 

the following is quoted from ¥, &, Dry, former euporin~- 
tendent of the Gregon State School for the Blind: 


oD tops > same ote 
jc qantas, oh 


7 


idm sloweiae | a: ood h 


nteradag pNGa mie eh amie TR Ra A wh te «3 eA ove a 

Ree. | a2} RA ie, oe HF od Ver ponents on ce . 
PASI ISS HRB 4 — Bae bevy ag tM wm cue Bae eater aw ah & 
5 AR , beck, SR Re kegs, Se Tia orth aae 


Mhoxisny Lacy weet ws ¢ furs ek ho snr 


whee tapi Mey meer Od BCT a. pe. angry mee oh apetirts aa 
ot wat on shaw Gold ws wiper gene ears cadet mnt 4 

» ibe cnt gi an Jmhavrky we = eek BOR! aco 2a © 
2 supa wen hala B18 8 Kak ear ment eee yap amaaaa 

me Demes ah Satine Ranwnelaty | vin a CE alt Doe a mee 


rr nae Re Tag doo a aes bial one 


is 


7 ,ol6iuensy 2h ait aopeieuia ca fe nt 
(290 aaa te eo a bas seins 


CARRS LMRIS , Eos le ie ane't base: ié wh 1 


” 


P ee) sve 
he eee i © Wane 


suth a " im to be ST 
the health weifas hy weitaze, tad sdue Sse ter 


pase jechoous and ad. she vonigentini caheek fer the 

ta speaking of “all agencies,” and enpecially the “State 
Departwent of Education"--it would seen that the latter bedy 
vefera specifically in thie iastawe to the office of Speeial 
Edweation which ia charged with oduinaistering programs for 
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baffiewlst placements of children whould be decided, 
ideally, in group discweion teong Working woubers of all 
@ecision, Cooperation and aorale of cach co-worker are 
tremendowly increased by having © voice in the mking of 
® @ecision, or the placing of a child. 

dith conpideration of theme ten arenas of need, the 
sgensies conperucd can proceed with corvites, of course 
but aid for cach viewsliy-inpeired child, Benefite will 
come With the developaent of each child as « sore indepen~ 
dent, adequate future citisen of the state. 
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SUMMARY 


qhe 1962-63 survey of viswilly handicapped children in 
local public schools of South Carolina was an outgrovth of 
geheoo] progrees. The survey Wan presented against a back~ 
ground of « wrief history of services to exceptional ohil- 
dren, With special exphania on education of the bling, in 
other parts of the country. A chapter section was devoted 
te the history of the State Sehool for the Deaf and Blind, 
caly eduwationnl service to bling chilérea in the state. 
Codex Spring aust be considered o school with mjor ouphasis 
om the deat, and one of the few vomining dual schools in 

Chapter 11% described the plasaing and sondust of the 
survey of visually handicapped students in the public 
schools of South Carolina, noting that the joint project 
of Commultent in Vision, for which the survey was 4 pre~- 
liniaary step, foundered before it was properly launched, 

Chapter IV analyeed the results of the survey in term 
of geographicn) prevalence of visually impaired children, 
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generally poor progress, A total of et least 270 pupil 
years, among the 126 childres ia the survey hes been wasted 
in improper, wunprodustive placements. Another 91 pupil 
became apparent during the survey. Solutions to these prob- 
ented in the education of blind children in Gouth Carolina 
a ee ee ee 
ct & cooperative appro to gous that aunt be Jointly 

for these children, Iu turn, the State Will reap the rewards 
of optinus — and productive citizenship from these 

bithough viswally handicapped, are capable of 
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